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‘Rossland” visual extravaganza. Parent and volunteer art director Stephanie
inlped the children create the colourful artwork that will brighten the pool for years to come.

People of the Times

By Kate Skye
Times Staff

In 1991, Canadian award-winning filmmaker John
Pozer stopped in Trail to shoot a feature-length film
called “The Grocer's Wife.”

The film, although a dark drama, garnered seven
international awards at festivals around the world,
including the best Canadian feature film at the
Toronto Film Festival in 1993.

Rossland’s Soren Johnstone is following in Pozer's
footsteps when it comes to recognizing how a Trail
backdrop can be the perfect setting for a powerful
story'.

]rghnsl-nne has been making films since he was 13.
MNow, at 26, he is embarking on a feature film that will
be shot this summer enl‘ireﬁr in Trail.

“1 wrote the screenplay about six years ago. It tells
the story of how two people deal w:tﬁ aloss.”

In the past, Johnstone has gone it alone when it
came to directing and producing his work, but on this
project he's teamed up with co-producer Mike Babiarz.

Babiarz is a 24-year-old Selkirk College digital
media graduate. He and Johnstone met while work-
ing at Juicy Studios, a multimedia company based in
Rossland, Both have since left to become independent
filmmakers.

“We have almost finished the casting,” Johnstone
said. “We have been working on it for four months
already. Most of the cast is E‘um Castlegar because
that's where Mike lives.”

Johnstone recently approached the Columbia Basin
Trust for funding for the project but was turned
down. Now the maverick filmmakers say they will go
it alone and rather than produce a “low-budget” film
they will go for the “no-budget” version.

“The film has about 20 speaking characters but
two main characters,” Johnstone said.

Trailites will be able to spot many of their
favourite locations once the film premieres,

Johnstone has an extensive resume that includes
eight full-length snow /skate videos, several short
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| Duo shooting film in Trail

rapidly as to endanger life and property,” he said in

See TENANTS, Page 2
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ON LOCATION: Independent filmmakers Soren
Johnstone from Rossland and Mike Babiarz from
Castlegar are working together to produce a full-
length feature film that will be shot entirely in Trail,

films and commercials, and over 30 promotional
videos for athletes and artists, plus airtime on YTV,
Fox and Global TV,

See FEATURE, Page 2
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RGMP on
lookout for
impaired
drivers

By Kate Skye
Times Staff

RCMP CounterAttack cam-
paigns usually take place dur-
ing the Christmas season but
this summer, drivers can also
expect to be watched carefully,
said RCMP Staff Sgt. Nick
Romanchuk. ;

The summer CounterAttack
initiative kicked off Sunday
and will run until Aug. 15.
RCMP officers in Greater Trail,
like their counterparts across
the province, will focus their
attention on trying to reduce
the number of alcohol-related
injuries and fatal vehicle colli-
sions.

“Obviously, we can't do this
every day because we don't
have the people power,”

See DRINKING, Page 3
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