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“Waiting for money and help with

sometimes only age you.”
—Soren Johnstone

BUBMITTED

Trall, B.C. Is the backdrop Lo the award-winning film 'Play With Flre' screaning al the Advenutre Cantre Saturday, Nov, 13,

Small town film wins
some big city acclaim

Award-winning feature
film by emerging

B.C. filmmakers
screens in Squamish

NICOLE TRIGG
Special to The Chief

or anyone who has driven through

Trail, B.C,, the town's smelter belch-
ing out pollution while residents go
aboutl their business in the streets below
is a familiar sight.

It's against this bleak backdrop thal
emerging independent Canadian film-
makers Soren Johnstone and Michael
Babiarz filmed their award-winning
feature film, Play with Fire, screening al
the Adventure Centre Saturday Nov. 13.

Play With Fire is a groundbreaking
film in a number of ways. Not only was
it filmed with next to no budget using
local people with no prior acting expe-
rience, it managed to capture the award
for Best Cinematography at its premier
at the RealHeART International Film
Festival (RHIFF) in Toronto in 2009.

“l can't fully answer why we won an

award for ‘Best Cinematography’ with
next o no budgel,”" sald wrlter/director
Johnstone. “I belleve a lot of It has (o do
with the locations and how | chose 1o
photograph them, bul also how the out-
come affects the viewer."

It took Johnstone years to write the
scripl, a dark tale about a 28-year-old
small town “lifer” whose girlfriend gets
exasperated with his lack of ambition
and convinces him to leave town.

But before he can do so, his misguid-
ed loyalty to his best friend steers him
in the wrong direction which leads to
some harsh lessons about life.

Obsessed with the story, Johnstone re-
cruited his friend Babiartz to help him
produce the film. Together they over-
came the challenges of no money and
borrowed equipment while enlisting
friends to play the key roles.

“I lived in Rossland for 16 vears, which
is six kilometres up a hill from Trail," said
Johnstone. “l had always envisioned
these spots in the film but where | was
al that point in my life | felt | would nev-
er get around to making the film — we
searched for grant money and addition-
al financial help but eventually | picked
apart the script and planned it out in a

wny thal wee could make it on our own,

“Lookling back on it now, It was the
only way to get it done,” he sald,

"Waiting for money and help some-
times will only age you."

The film was shot over 13 months us-
ing a cheap camera and handmade
dollies and car rigs. Johnstone said he
would have hired a professional director
of photography if he had afforded it but,
in the end, shooting Play With Fire him-
self worked out for the best,

“l had broken down everything in the
film and understood how lo achieve
what | was looking for,” he said. “I was
also willing to go the extra distance.”

Johnstone also said it was time he
“stepped up” from his past work on post
production and serving as a camera
operator on his own snowboard skate-
board films from when he was younger.

“In a way, those days were like my film
school," he said.

The Nov. 13 screening at the Adventure
Centre is the third stop on their prov-
ince-wide tour. Tickets are $10, doors
open at 7:30 p.m. and the film starls al
8 p.m. Visit playwithfirermovie.com for
maore info on the theatrical release tour
and DVD pre-orders.
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SHOWTIMES OCT 29-NOV 4

BARGAIN TUESDAYS!
ALL SEATS $6 BEFORE 6pm

After 6pm
Children $6 + Seniors $6 + Adults $7.50

College Students (with valid 1) $7.50
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